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REQUEST FOR APPLICATION 
MIECHV Expansion Funding
The Missouri Children's Trust Fund (CTF) is pleased to announce the availability of $800,000 in Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) funding to establish and/or expand evidence-based home visiting services within Cass, Jackson, Scott and Washington counties. CTF will consider one or more 1-year contracts with no limit on what eligible applicants may request. Awarded grantees will be given the option to renew their contracts in FY28 for a total of three additional renewal periods based on performance and availability of funding.  CTF reserves the right to amend the contracts, based on ongoing work regarding home visiting payment structures.

PURPOSE OF FUNDING
The Missouri MIECHV program supports expansion of high-quality, voluntary, evidence-based home visitation services in counties identified as at-risk according to the 2010 and 2020 Missouri MIECHV State Needs Assessments. Assessments addressed eleven (11) indicators of risk specified in initial and subsequent MIECHV Program guidance, which supports the development of home visiting programs in communities with high rates of premature birth, low birth weight infants, infant mortality, and other health indicators such as poverty, crime, domestic violence, low educational attainment, substance use, unemployment, and child maltreatment. Missouri also previously identified other indicators, such as teen pregnancy rates for ages 15-19, late prenatal care, and maternal smoking during pregnancy.

The legislative participant outcomes of the MIECHV Program are: 
a. Improvements in prenatal, maternal, and newborn health, including improved pregnancy outcomes; 
b. Improvements in child health and development, including the prevention of child injuries and maltreatment and improvements in cognitive, language, social-emotional, and physical development indicators; 
c. Improvements in parenting skills; 
d. Improvements in school readiness and child academic achievement; 
e. Reductions in crime or domestic violence; 
f. Improvements in family economic self-sufficiency; and 
g. Improvements in the coordination of referrals for, and the provision of, other community resources and support for eligible families, consistent with child welfare agency training. 

CTF is targeting the counties of Cass, Jackson, Scott and Washington because, of the 30 counties identified in the most recent needs assessment, these counties have the highest number of young children living in poverty, with little to no MIECHV funding in the county. By placing heavy emphasis on serving families in high-poverty areas, CTF seeks to broaden the impact of home visiting services in Missouri by reaching families in the greatest need of community support. Home visiting is an evidence-based approach to promoting positive outcomes for parents and young children. Key outcomes include the prevention of child maltreatment and positive impacts in the areas of child and maternal health, child development and school readiness, parent/child interactions, and family economic self-sufficiency. 

ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY 
To be considered for this funding, applicants must be an established and operational home visiting provider with experience providing early childhood home visiting services, and who meet the following criteria:
·      Utilizes a HomVEE, MIECHV-approved evidence-based home visiting model (Model Search | Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness) and can demonstrate fidelity to the model;
· [bookmark: _Hlk225935758]Delivers year-round services, with a minimum of 1-2 visits per month; 
· Ensure home visiting staff are trained in the model and topics required by the model;
· Current MIECHV local implementing agencies are also eligible to apply. 


Further, successful applicants must: 
· Already be part of or be willing to become a CRIS Referral Partner (Coordinated Referral & Intake System) through a regional Home Visiting Collective Impact (CI) site, See CRIS Start a Referral | Children's Trust Fund of Missouri;
· Communicate with their regional Collective Impact (CI) site to learn more about community meetings and how to participate;
· Participate in professional development training and quality improvement activities as required by CTF;
·      Participate fully in the MIECHV three-tiered continuous quality improvement (CQI) process, including Level 1 (Local team meeting), Level 2 (inter-agency) and Level 3 (state level). See CQI attachment;
·     	Implement the MIECHV family satisfaction survey annually with enrolled clients as provided and coordinated by CTF; 
·       Ensure services are provided in a manner that is sensitive to cultural, ethnic, religious, and diversity issues, including appropriateness of presentations provided by personnel and program materials;
· [bookmark: _Hlk225936123]     Within 60 calendar days of contract issuance, ensure any new hires are onboarded or scheduled, begin marketing with potential home visiting referral partners and start recruiting families; 
·      Within 180 calendar days of contract issuance, the contractor will provide home visiting services to families to be at or near full implementation caseload capacity based on the implemented home visiting model and best practice standards;
· Coordinate services to ensure the complex and diverse needs of the identified at‐risk communities are being met; and fulfill the grant requirements outlined in HRSA guidelines;
·      Implement program services with fidelity to the home visiting model and will adhere to policies, procedures, and data collection requirements set forth by CTF; and
·      Be trained in and utilize a CTF-approved REDCap database to record core data collection, including MIECHV performance measures, demographics and forms.  See Screening and Forms Attachment.

FAMILY/CLIENT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 
The Missouri MIECHV Program is tailored to address needs in counties identified as the most at risk based on the indicators listed above. With this funding, awarded grantees will be required to provide evidence-based home-visiting services to eligible families. The home visiting provider will ensure that participation of each eligible individual/family in the program is voluntary and that services are provided to eligible individuals/families in accordance with an individual assessment(s) to identify specific needs.

Legislative requirements define eligible families for MIECHV services as: 
a. A woman who is pregnant and the father of the child, if the father is available; or 
b. A parent or primary caregiver (PCG) of a child, including grandparents or other relatives of the child, and foster parents, who are serving as the child’s PCG from birth to kindergarten entry, and including a noncustodial parent who has an ongoing relationship with, and at times provides physical care for the child. 

Per the legislation, priorities for services to high-risk individuals/families funded by the MIECHV programs are as follows: 
a. Eligible families who reside in the counties identified for expansion opportunity (Cass, Jackson, Scott or Washington) 
b. Low-income eligible families; 
c. Eligible families who are pregnant women who have not attained age twenty-one (21); 
d. Eligible families that have a history of child abuse or neglect or have had interactions with child welfare services; 
e. Eligible families that have a history of substance abuse or need substance abuse treatment; 
f. Eligible families that have users of tobacco products in the home; 
g. Eligible families where the PCG or children currently residing in the home have experienced, or are currently experiencing, low student achievement; 
h. Eligible families with children with developmental delays or disabilities; and 
i. Eligible families or individuals that are serving or formerly served in the Armed Forces, including such families that have members of the Armed Forces who have had multiple deployments outside of the United States. 

USE OF FUNDS
Awarded funds may only be used for expenses related to home visiting service activities. Eligible expenses include, but are not limited to:
·      Staff time and travel expenses related to administering and/or providing home visiting services;
·      Information technology hardware, software, and technical support related to administering, providing, and/or participating in home visiting services;
·      Marketing and outreach to facilitate access to home visiting services;
·      Professional development activities and trainings;
·      Continuous quality improvement activities;
·      Incentives that are reasonable and justifiable for participating families, including developmentally appropriate toys and/or books, safety or hygiene-related items, transportation assistance, grocery cards or gift cards to baby/child stores (excluding phone cards), specific basic family needs, etc.
· Must monitor the use of gift cards to include approval processes, logging, family acknowledgments and attempts to ensure restrictions on the purchase of tobacco, alcohol or firearms.
· To purchase and provide supplies, programs must first ensure supplies cannot be accessed elsewhere in the community or through other family support programming.
·      Indirect costs necessary to the performance of the project, not to exceed 10% (15% for qualified exception) of the total contract amount.

Awarded grantees will invoice CTF monthly for reimbursement of approved expenses that have been incurred by the grantee.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS 
The application period for this funding opportunity begins when released, with a submission deadline by the end of the day on May 31, 2026. Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered. To successfully apply, the following components must be completed and emailed to elizabeth.tietsort@oa.mo.gov before the deadline stated above:

· [bookmark: _Hlk225937714]Completed CTF application (CTF Template and must respond to all questions);
· Documentation verifying program’s current accreditation, registration and/or affiliation with the home visiting model of choice (i.e., model accreditation letter or certificate, letter of support, training certificates, etc.);
· Detailed Program Budget for Year 1 (CTF Template);
· [bookmark: _Hlk225937672]Applicant Agency’s Operating Budget for the current year, including income and expenses;
· Application Certification Letter (CTF Template attached to application);
· Provide proof of active nonprofit status (e.g., IRS determination letter) or documentation of being a qualified governmental entity;
· IRS Form 990, if applicable;
· Agency’s most recent financial audit summary report;
· A high-level organizational chart of leadership and staff pertaining to the project; and,
· Agency’s current list of Board of Directors and their affiliations.

Note: If the vendor provides any “personal information” as defined in §105.1500, RSMo, concerning an entity exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the vendor understands and agrees that it is voluntarily choosing to seek a state contract and providing such information for that purpose. CTF will treat such personal information in accordance with §105.1500, RSMo.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING
A pre-bid informational meeting will occur on April 15, 2026 from 10:00 am-11:00 am. You can copy the meeting invite here: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82737730849 
AWARDS AND GRANT REQUIREMENTS
Soft notifications will begin the week of August 10, 2026. Official CTF board approval will occur in September 2026. Following CTF board approval, the awardees will be notified with an official contract to begin on September 30, 2026. Initial contracts will have a term of one year. Grantees will have the option to renew their contracts in FY28, subject to performance and funding availability. Grantees will be eligible for up to three 1-year renewals. Award amounts are based on need and funds available, and therefore subject to change from year to year. CTF reserves the right to amend the contracts, based on ongoing work regarding home visiting payment structures.  All grantees (referred to as “Contractor”) will be subject to the following contract requirements:
Contracting and Payment
Contracts must be signed and returned to CTF by the date noted in the award letter. Contractor will, using the provided template, invoice CTF monthly for reimbursement of approved expenses incurred by the Contractor. Invoices are due to the Agency by the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following the month in which the expenses are incurred. Payment will be made in arrears within ninety days of CTF’s receipt of an invoice.  Payment is conditional upon CTF’s approval of an invoice and funds being available to CTF. Grantees can flex up to 10% of their total award between approved line items and expenses. If additional flex or a new budget request is needed, a budget amendment can be issued through the last quarter of the funding year. 

To receive payment, grantees must register as vendors with the State of Missouri through the MissouriBUYS eProcurement System (https://missouribuys.mo.gov/registration). Additionally, all CTF grantees must participate in the E-Verify program (https://www.e-verify.gov/), have no taxes due to the State of Missouri, and be in good standing with the federal government. 

Background Checks
The contractor must ensure that all employees and volunteers, having direct contact with children younger than eighteen years of age through their CTF-funded program, complete the following requirements:
· Register with the Family Care Safety Registry (FCSR) and provide FCSR screening results to the employer, prior to working with children. FCSR screenings must be completed annually after initial registration/screening. Fees to meet this requirement may be included in the grantee’s project budget. More information about the FCSR program is available at www.health.mo.gov/safety/fcsr/about.php.
· Complete a state and national, fingerprint-based, criminal background check as part of the hiring process through the Missouri Volunteer and Employee Criminal History Services (MOVECHS) program Process and Forms. If these background checks were not completed upon hire, they must be initiated within thirty (30) days of receiving a CTF grant award.

· Any personnel residing in another state and working in Missouri, or who has relocated to Missouri within the last five (5) years, must provide documentation of a criminal background screening from previous states in which they have worked or lived, to include a child abuse/neglect and criminal background screening check. If personnel who lived in another state(s) within the last five (5) years now permanently reside in Missouri, documentation from the previous state(s) is required only at initial hire. If the personnel continues to live in another state and work in Missouri, the documentation from the other state must be provided annually.

Privacy, Records, Reporting and Monitoring
· The Contractor will collect, enter, and report on CTF core data collection, including MIECHV performance measures, demographics and forms as required by CTF, attachment provided. As part of grant requirements, the contractor must utilize a CTF-approved REDCap project for aligned data collection. Funding at the local level to complete the required data, including computer hardware, should be requested and included in the proposal.
· The Contractor will comply with the CTF REDCap Database Policy Usage Guidelines (Research Electronic Data Capture), attachment provided.
· Contractor will maintain fiscal and programmatic documentation related to their performance.
· Fiscal documentation will include proof of expense and proof of Contractor’s payment for all billings submitted to CTF.
· Programmatic documentation will include evidence of goods and/or services rendered and all data necessary to fulfill the reporting and monitoring requirements.
· Contractor will, upon the request of CTF, allow authorized representatives of CTF and the State Auditor's office access to all records related to this Agreement.  CTF will maintain the right to audit said records for a period of five years from the termination date.
· The privacy of participants in programs funded by CTF will be protected with intentionality and as required by federal and state law, including the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). The Contractor will comply with the CTF Privacy Policy, as provided in the attachment.
· Participate fully in the MIECHV three-tiered continuous quality improvement (CQI) process, including Level 1 (Local team meeting), Level 2 (inter-agency) and Level 3 (state level), including review of data quality reporting, attachment provided.

RESOURCES, TEMPLATES and ATTACHMENTS
 HomVEE, MIECHV approved models
 https://homvee.acf.gov/models?field_miechv_eligible=1&meets-hhs=1 

 CRIS Link (Coordinated Referral and Intake System – Missouri’s Home Visiting Referral System) 
 https://ctf4kids.org/crislink/ 

MIECHV Performance Indicators and Systems Outcomes
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/mchb/programs-impact/performance-indicators-sys-outcomes-summary.pdf

CTF MIECHV Application (attached)

CTF Home Visiting Grantee (MIECHV) REDCap Screening and Forms Schedule (attached)

Program Budget Template (attached)

CQI Infographic (attached)

CTF REDCap Policy Usage Guidelines (attached)

CTF REDCap Infographic (attached)

CTF Privacy Policy (attached)

CONTACT INFORMATION
Please contact CTF with any questions about participation requirements, eligibility requirements and/or any processes related to this funding opportunity.
	Liz Tietsort 
	Grants Specialist 
	(573) 526-0674 | elizabeth.tietsort@oa.mo.gov 

Amy Sielaff
Grants Supervisor - Home Visiting Program Director 
(573) 526-6050 | amy.sielaff@oa.mo.gov
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